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Ocean on the Park Historic District Established

bry Foibar] Manan
On October 27th the Landmarks Preservation Commission voted unanimously to establish the Ocean on the Park Historic District,

comprising 10 limestone and 2 brick row houses on Ocean Avenue, between Lincoln Road and Parkside Avenue. This new landmark area
joins the much larger Prospect-Lefferts Gardens Historic District, established back in 1979, as our neighborhood's second landmarked
district.

“With its uniform, dramatic setback and low scale, the district recalls one of the earliest stages of the urbanization of Flatbush,”
said Commission Chairman Robert B. Tiemey. “The buildings stand out as a fine example of residential development along a stretch of
Ocean Avenue that’s lined with apartment houses.™

There were some dramatic development at the LPC vote. The owner of #189 , the end house on the north side of the distriet, which
has been for sale as a "development site,” demanded that her objections (already expressed at the hearing several months ago) be heard.
The Commission listened and, although they voted to designate the entire row, the commissioners promised staff help with problems that
might develop due to the construction site next door at # 185 (the site where the demolition of an historic house spurred efforts for the
establishment of an HD). Most significantly, the commissioners held a separate vole to calendar the adjacent lot (#185) as a possible
addition to the Ocean on the Park HD. This might be part of an LPC effort to address the problem of construction adjacent to historic
districis. In their discussion, the commissioners observed that their action would only impact the stalled development at 1585 Ocean Avenue
if it no longer had valid permits in place, but an examination of information on the Depanment of Building's website shows that the
permits for the proposed condo building at that site have all expired.
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HOLIDAY WREATHS DEC. 5§ ARE YOU A MEMBER?

by Mary Milier

Lefferts Manor Association's much beloved holiday wreath project was held on December 5. LMA members received fresh
reaths with big red bows, delivered to their doors by a corps of intrepid volunteers rain, shine, snow, sleet, hail - we've had it all.

Volunteers are_always needed, and we_always have fun; please think about participating next year

Meighbors, be sure to attach your wreath securely at multiple points. Volunteers can only take the time to attach at one point, and
wch year we lose some wreaths to opportunistic thieves. Don't let it happen to you!

Many neighbors renewed their memberships recently, after getting flyers, delivered by LMA volunteers, reminding them about the
teaths. If you're one of these procrastinators, please remember that your membership renewal was for 2009. The LMA membership year
January 1st--December 31st. Please consider renewing carly in the coming year. Why risk not receiving your wreath? More impaortant,
2lp the Lefferts Manor Association fund it's many programs throughout the year.

Join us for the LMA Holiday Party, fearing guitar music from local talent Jeremy Zmuda. Festivitics
will be on Saturday December 12th, from 5--8 PM at the Church of the Evangel, 1950 Bedford Avenue, at Hawthome Street.
As usual, we welcome contributions to make the party a success. If possible, bring an hors d'oeuvre, other finger food, holiday
baked goods, a boitle of wine, etc. Keep in mind that it is not dinner this year.

If vou're planming to bring something, we'd love to know in advance, so we can plan accordingly. Please contact
Roberta Woefling at 718-828-2741 or rweeflingi@optonline.com.

__________________________ Se

|
The Lefferts Manor Association i

was founded in 1919 to maintain and improve our historic nflghhnrl'md..l
enforce the restnictive one-family dwelling covenant, and bnng together |
residents for their better acquaintance and mutual benefit.

If you're not a member join now.

3

O S R S . s . e S S L N N

Prosident Ben Edwards
| {(we) subscribe to LMA's efforts to improve our neighbor- Vice Presidents
hood and continue it as a community of single-family homes. | Martin Friedman,
: Lucia Haring, Carole Schatfer
Treasurar Marlin Friadman
ADDRESS | FENIMORE STREET
| Foster Henry—718-284-3455
MAPLE STREET
Ben Edwards-T18-603-T383
TELEPHONE Lucia Haring-—-718-287-3781
| Vinoent Lisi-T18-675-3484
E-MAIL
; MIDWOOD STREET
Enclosed is my check for: ! mﬂ w;ﬂgﬁmﬁ
1 5 (DUES) + $§ (ADD'L CONTRIBUTION) = t : I:I : x 718-284-6210
| Carole Schaffer--718-462-0024
s (TOTAL)
RUTLAND ROAD
| Dues, Jan-Dec., $20 per household / $10 per senior citizen Jerry Bennett--718-826-2156
R A NEHHFE:I:IB—MT;EES-B#EE‘
. kartin Friedman-7 18-856-5600
| Please send application and check to: | Mary Miller—-718-693-5109
The Lefferts Manor Association / P.O. Box 250-640, Paul Morin--718-826-1202
Brooklyn, NY 11225 Roberta Woelfling—718-826-2741
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Lincoln I1 Wins Greenest Block Award
By Elaine Ciccone

Finally, after 15 years, Lincoln Road between Bedford and Rogers Avenues WON the Greenest Block in Brooklyn contest!!!
Sponsored by the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, the contest has grown to over 250 entries. Lincoln Road has been entering since the
beginning, first encouraged by our own Mary O"Connor, a long time Botanical Garden volunteer. Mary made sure we entered, even in
years when we were a bit bedraggled. And we won, year after year, in the honorable mention, second or third place categories.

Always the bridesmaid. But every year, Mary organized our trudge to the ceremony at Brooklyn Borough Hall to announce the
winners. The cake was always good. Then came Tolanda the green. Mot content with simply encouraging, Tolanda organized the
troops, rang doorbells, chivied the block association into donating. Children were pressed into service, cleaning, nagging parenis. That
first year of Tolanda, we lost 1o Eighth Street. Some thought the fight was fixed. But Tolanda never wavered. She organized mare
planting, impressed the children into service, reminded us all of our duties. Her “Green Team® expanded. Uta, one of the earliest
recruits, organized with Marty’s office to get tree guards for our tree pits. Joe began to brew tea for the trees next to his compost bin.
Claire put us all to shame, doing a full laborer’s day at least once a week. Neighbors began to meet every Saturday moming, planting,
pruning, trimming.

The call goes out... They're coming Thursday!™ More planting, pruning, trimming. Recalcitrants brought to heel. Then, the
call comes. Prepare for an announcement party.... We came in firse!!!

The politicians, other winners, Brooklyn Botanical Gardens staff, all come together on our block to celebrate with food, speeches,
interviews. Then, on October 6, 2009, we receive our sign. Lincoln Road, Winner, 2009, Sweet!
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PLG Arts Mural Project

In September PLG Arts organized local artists to create murals on Lincoln Road, between Flatbush and Ocean
Avenues and Flatbush Avenue, between Lincoln Road and Lefferts Avenue. The mural project was overseen by Robert
Marvin, editor of the Echo and a PLG Ans Board member and Joyous Gage, a PLG Arts volunteer. Over two dozen
visual artists from the community were assigned panels on the construction fences surrounding the large L-shaped
construction project . scores of volunteers, including many neighborhood children and teens helped to prepare and
prime the panels. Pre-schoolers from the Maple Street School also painted a pancl. PLG Arts received permission to
decorate the fences from the owners, Park Tower Associates. Initial contact, made by LMA President Ben Edwards,
was vital towards obtaining that permission.

Rather than be confronted with an eyesore, vibrant, colorful murals that celebrate our neighborhood, now
welcome visitors to our area, and welcome neighbors home. The mural project was an opportunity for community
members to come together to make a positive visual statement about who we are. It was also an act of care-taking for
the physical space that makes up our neighborhood. By involving children, the mural project helped instill the idea that
a community is made up of the people who live in it working together, as well as the concept that community members
have a responsibility to preserve and improve their neighborhood.

Neighborhood response was overwhelmingly positive. One neighbor wrote that “they make me happy every time
I walk by! Thank you PLG artists!” another observer referred to the murals as a “transformative paradigm shift™ for our

neighborhood.
The PLG Arts Community Mural was made possible by a New Yorkers for Better Neighborhoods grant from

the Citizens Committee for New York, most of which was used to reimburse artists for supply expenses with supply
contributions from the Hamilton Avenue Home Depot, Cafe Enduro, K-Dog and Duncbuggy, and the amazing
talented artists, dedicated community volunteers and neighbors of Prospect Lefferts Gardens!
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More Mural Photographs
T T

See videos of this project online at youtube.com/plgarts. More photographs are at tinyurl.com/n6m99a
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Living in a Landmarked Historic District...
by Roberta Woelfling

There has been a lot of discussion recently about Landmarks violations especially on certain blocks. The subject was discussed at
the fall Lefferts Manor Association general meeting at the Church of the Evangel and due to mounting interest LMA intends o invite a
Landmarks represeniative to a general mecting in the spring. In the meantime the following might be helpful.

As we all know, Lefferts Manor is located within the Prospect-Lefferts Gardens historic district of New York City. We have
beautiful houses, beautiful streets, and it is generally recognized that property values are higher than in non- historic districts. What that
does mean for homeowners is that care must be exercised when undertaking work to the exterior of their properties. The Landmarks
Preservation Commission believes that appropriate maintenance and repairs will only enhance a building’s value.

A very helpful guide is the LPC's Rowhouse Manual that is accessible from their website. It is located in the "forms and
publications” section of the Landmarks websitee It is a2 publication that can be downloaded as a pdf m
http://'www.nyc.govihimlIpe/downloads/pd'pubs/Rowhouse_Manual.pdf>hitp://www.nye.gov/htmlipe/downloads/pdiipubs/
Rowhouse_Manual.pdf

The Rowhouse Marual outlines the items that LPC considers ordinary maintenance that do not require Landmarks permits (e.g.
repainting your windows, doors, railings the same color) and it outlines items that do require Landmarks permits (¢.g. changing the color
of your painted doors, windows and railing). LPC staff will assist and guide homeowners in making decisions about what to do.

If you do get a violation, as home owners in a Landmarked district, you are obliged 1o remedy the violations. Violations are
attached to the property, not the owner so even if the work was done prior to you owning the property you'd be responsible as the current
owner 1o fix any new violations cited. The worst thing you can do is ignore the LPC and rack up compounded fines. These violations
would make it not possible for you to sell your house. LPC will work with you if you communicate. Many Lefferts Manor residents have
made the comment that Landmarks was very reasonable and helpful in dealing with vielations.

Just so everyone knows...violations are issued as a result of a third party complaint. Landmarks does not patrol the streets
looking for violations even if they happen to be in a landmarked neighborhood for another purpose. They receive complaints from anyone
~ neighbaors, staff, foreign tourists.

If a homeowner has financial hardship issues and is unable to afford the necessary work to remedy a violation especially a costly
one, LPC can usually give an extended period of time to fix violations if funding is not available at the time; you'd need to contact
Landmarks Director of Enforcement. Also, NYC Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) offers low-cost loans for home repair.
How do you apply for a permit? An application form and a copy of instructions can be obtained by calling the LPC at 212-669-T817 or it
is available for download from the “Forms and Publications™ section of their website hitp:/fwww.nyc.gov/himl/ipe

You can email them directly with guestions at <mailto:infoi@lpe.nyc.gov=info@lpc.nyc.gov. The direct contact information for
the Public Information Officer is noted below.

Emily Rich, Public Information Officer, Landmarks Preservation Commission, One Centre Street, 9th Floor North,

New York, NY 10007, Phone: 212-669-7817, Fax: 212-669-3844, cmail: erich@lpe.nye.gov.

Maple Street Houses, at the heart of the Prospect-Lefferts Gardens Historic District, established by the LPC in 1979 R. Marvin Pholo
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Stalled Construction Sites in Prospect Lefferts Gardens
By Robert Marvin

Since the start of the economic downturn stalled construction sités have been a major problem in Brooklyn and New York City as
a whole. The latest Dept. of Buildings maintains a list of such sites. The latest version, dated 11/2909, shows 515 such sites in the City.
Fortunately, the hst only shows four stalled construction sites in Prospect Lefferts Gardens located at 382 and 393 Leffens Avenue, 322
Lincoln Road, and 185 Ocean Avenue. The Ocean Avenue site, location of a proposed eighi-story condo building, 15 adjacent o the
newly designated Ocean Avenue Historic District and has itself been calendared by the Landmarks Preservation Commission for possible
future inclusion in that district.

Many other Brooklyn brownstone neighboarhoods have much greater numbers of stalled projects, but , while our neighborhood is
relatively lucky, that is small comfort to those living next to, or near, stalled sites.

Conspicuous by it's absence from the DOB list is the site of the proposed glass tower, fronting on Lincoln Road, west of
Flatbush Avenue and Flatbush Avenue, north of Lincoln Road.

185 Ocean Avenue
R. Marvin pholo

Bishop Crook Lights Installed Throughout PLG

Historic District

The long-anticipated historic bishop crook lamp posts were installed in Lefferts
Manor and the rest of the Prospect-Lefferts Gardens Historic District,, Work started last
Summer and continued through most of the Fall. Unfortunately, Fenimore | & [ and
Lincoln I, Lefferts Manor blocks where only one side 15 in the Historic Distnict, seem 1o
have been left out.

The historic lights were funded by the office of Borough President Marty
Markowitz. Similar lamp posts have been installed in Historic Districts throughout
Brooklyn and the other boroughs.

One unanticipated benefit of these handsome lampposis seems to be noticeably
brighter sidewalk illumination. Kudos to all involved!

PLG Arts Jazz at the Inkwell...
continues with Alex Clough on Thursday, December 10th, from 8-10:30 PM. Clough. Clough is a Brooklyn-based
jazz pianist, composer and instructor. After graduating cum laude with a degree in Economics and International
Relations from Boston's Tufts University, Alex changed his career path 1o focus on music. He currently is an active
instructor, rehearsal pianist, and bandleader in the greater New York City area.

Beginning in January, PLG Arts plans to present it's Jazz Night twice a month on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month. The Inkwell, a jazz and comedy club, with a soul food kitchen, is at 408 Rogers Avenue,
between Lefferts Avenue and Sterling Street.
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LMA General Meeting Features Speaker From Prospect Park Alliance

Eric Landau from the Prospect Park Alliance (and a new Lefferts Manor resident), was the featured speaker at the LMA
General Meeting on October 1 7th. He spoke about the new skating rink project which 15 stll fund raising. They have 545 mullion and
the project costs $60 million. They hope to start construction after this upcoming skating season. The new plan has one open air skating
rink and one open yet covered rink. Once construction starts, there will be in and out access at Lincoln Rd and a new parking lot for 150
cars where breeze hill is. There will be a tram service starting from parking lot to skating rink and it will eventually be used to circuit
the park.

Borough President Marty Markowitz also spoke, as did City Councilman Mattieu Eugene. There was also a presentation by
Capt. Cappello, of our 71st Police Precinet.

Photographs (clockwise, from top): Ben Edwards and Marty Markowitz, Marty Markowitz, Mattieu
Eugens, Capt. Cappello, Eric Landau, LMA Board members Mary Miller and (meeting organizer)
Roberta Woefling, audience members . Marvin pholographs
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